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Volker Remmert 
(U Wuppertal)
Visual representations of the 
mathematical sciences in early 
modern Europe
In early modern Europe, the term mathematical sciences 
was used to describe those fields of knowledge concerned 
with measure, number and weight. Prior to the Scientific  
Revolution of the 16th and 17th centuries, the mathematical 
sciences had been ranked low in the hierarchy of academic 
disciplines compared to theology and philosophy. This 
changed in the 17th century when mathematization and 
mathematical modes of explanation began to dominate 
many fields of inquiry and areas of society. The change in 
the social and epistemological status of the mathematical 
sciences was a key prerequisite of the Scientific Revolution. In 
his talk, Remmert will address the visual side of this process.

Volker Remmert is a professor in the history of science and 
technology at the University of Wuppertal. His main research 
interests include the history of mathematical publishing 
in Germany in the 19th and 20th centuries, the history 
of mathematics in the Nazi period, and the connections 
between landscape design and the mathematical sciences 
in the early modern period. Remmert completed a diploma 
in mathematics and a PhD in history at Freiburg im Breisgau 
in 1993 and 1997, respectively. He habilitated in 2003 at the 
U Fribourg in Switzerland in modern history and at U Mainz 
in 2006 in the history of mathematics and science. He was 
Frances Yates-Fellow at the Warburg Institute in London and 
carried out research at the Dibner Institute for the History of 
Science and Technology at MIT.
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